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Module Aims:  
 
This module aims to: 
 

 Introduce students to the reasons for and impact of British exploration and settlement 
in America 

 Demonstrate the evolution of Colonial identity and its impact on relations with the 
‘motherland’ 

 

 

Intended Learning Outcomes: 
 
At the end of this module, students will be able to: 
 

1. Analyse the changing relationship between the ‘old’ and ‘new’ world from a British 
perspective (KS1, KS4, KS6) 

2. Evaluate the social, economic and religious motives behind British exploration and 
settlement (KS1, KS4, KS6) 

3. Compare and contrast differing colonial identities (KS1, KS4, KS6, KS7) 
4. evaluate the impact of British Colonisation on the indigenous Americans and slaves 

(KS1, KS4, KS6, KS7) 
5. Describe the principal controversies of the period through primary and secondary 

source analysis (KS1, KS3, KS4, KS5, KS6) 
 
Key skills (KS) for employability 
 
1. Written, oral and media communication skills 
2. Leadership, team working and networking skills 
3. Opportunity, creativity and problem solving skills 
4. Information technology skills and digital literacy 
5. Information management skills 
6. Research skills 
7. Intercultural and sustainability skills 
8. Career management skills 
9. Learning to learn (managing personal and professional development, self-management) 
10. Numeracy 
 

 
Assessment:  
 
Assessment One will be a Case Study in which students will be expected to discuss and 
analyse the significance of a particular colony or religious grouping.   
 
Assessment Two is an examination covering the broad themes of the course. 
 
Assessment 
number  

Learning 
Outcomes 
to be met 

Type of assessment Weighting Duration (if 
exam) 

Word count 
(or equivalent 
if appropriate) 

1 
 

4, 5 Case Study 50%  2000 

2 
 

1, 2, 3, 4, 
5 

Examination 50% 2 hours  

 



Learning and Teaching Strategies: 

The module comprises lectures, seminar sessions and in-class group work.  These sessions 
make full use primary and secondary sources and incorporate Q&A elements to stimulate 
discussion and encourage understanding.  
 
 

Indicative Syllabus outline: 

 From Exploration to Colonisation 

 Colonial Identity:  Virginia, Massachusetts & Pennsylvania 

 Witchcraft in Salem:  Old Orthodoxies and Secular Forces 

 Slavery:  Britain’s Shameful Institution 

 The emergence of an African-American Identity 

 The Colonies and the Crown 

 Boston Radicalism 

 New Lights, old ideas:  The Great Awakening 

 Science and Progress:  The Enlightenment in America 

 The War of Independence 
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